Het Blauwe Huis (The Blue House)
The Housing Association for the Mind

Jeanne van Heeswijk

The Blue House is referring to a blue screen; the empty screen used in shooting films when the background is put in afterwards. You could say the blue color of our house refers to a not yet existing setting… IJburg will be colored in. Word for word.
Facts and figures: 

Duration: 05.2005–12.2009

Location: Villa in Housing Block 35, IJburg, Amsterdam

Participants: 41 during the first year

Visitors: 10,000 during the first year

Number of events: 50 during the first year

In 1996, the Amsterdam City Council decided to proceed with the construction of IJburg, a residential area on a cluster of manmade islands. Set for completion in 2012, the new district will provide 18,000 dwellings for 45,000 residents. Typical of a new habitat like IJburg is that the entire project is devised in the conference room and on the drawing board and in this process, nothing is left to chance. But some qualities and elements, such as a history – a social and human history – stories, life and a beating heart, must grow and cannot be planned on the drawing board or built by a contractor. Today, the planning methodology of IJburg, which created such rigorously regulated, zoned expansion districts, has attracted much criticism. At Van Heeswijk’s initiative, Het Blauwe Huis [The Blue House], situated at the centre of Housing Block 35 on IJburg, was taken off the market for a period of at least four years, to establish it as a house for culture and research into the development and evolution of its history and experimental communities – a spot that cannot be regulated within a living environment planned down to the last millimetre, a place for the unexpected, uncontrolled and unplanned, for exchange and dialogue. Van Heeswijk invites artists, architects, thinkers, writers and scholars of various nationalities to live and work in Het Blauwe Huis in time modules they decide. They are to actively enter into a dialogue with one another, with their fellow IJburg residents, and with the public. Their assignment is to make a connection to their world and the world surrounding the house, which must be communicated in a visual way. By actively involving others to their work, they create a cultural infrastructure around the house, with a continuous exchange between the inhabitants of Block 35 and the rest of IJburg. Because of its position on IJburg, Het Blauwe Huis is the ideal platform for research into how a new district takes shape and the way in which people go about using, appropriating and changing the public space as well as how a cultural history comes into being. Block 35 is one of the first finished sections of IJburg. Het Blauwe Huis can therefore follow the development of IJburg and this new community up close. This combination of location and a particular moment in time, coupled with the opportunity to be temporary residents of IJburg, offers participants an ideal platform for studying, acting on and co-designing its public space. By describing and simultaneously intervening in everyday life in this area, Het Blauwe Huis facilitates the acceleration and intensification of the process of developing a cultural history. 

At present, the members of the Housing Association for the Mind are: Yane Calovski, Dennis Kaspori, Hervé Paraponaris, m7red, Nicoline Koek, Silvia Russel, Marthe van Eerdt, Rudy J. Luyters, Cheilk papa Sakho, Barbara Holub, Paul Rajakovics, Orgacom, Joost Grootens, Marianne Maasland, Marga Wijman, Jeanne van Heeswijk, Marcel Möring, Inga Zimprich, Howard Chan, Tere Recarens, Carel Weeber, Wilfried Hou Je Bek, Daniela Paes Leao, Amy Plant, Ella Gibbs, Jo van der Spek, Igor Dobricic and Johan Siebers. 
Parade der Stedelijkhied [Parade of Urbanisme]

The process of building such a city extension is slow. As members of the Blue House architect Dennis Kaspori and Van Heeswijk initiated the project Parade of Urbanism. Through small interventions in the public domain this project aims to create instant urbanism in IJburg. Responding directly to the needs and difficulties of fellow residents of IJburg pioneering the new territory, and through collaboration with them, Van Heeswijk and Kaspori catalyse commonly slow processes. In these areas of development, like Vinex-districts or urban renovation areas, people are always waiting for years for things to come. Here in IJburg the supermarket was still in a tent and a neighbourhood community centre is not available until 2008. They picked up on this by creating some of the things that are needed, in a fast and playful way. 

Some examples:

Under the title Bloemen voor IJburg [Flowers for IJburg] a flower stall was put in front of The Blue House on Saturday’s.  Nicoline Koek, a street trader from Zeeburg (larger city borough of which IJburg is a part) wanted to start a flower stall on IJburg. When asking for permission it turned out that the city council had not done a street trade regulation for the island yet. Because of the 8m2 in front of the house being private ground Kaspori and Van Heeswijk could offer this as a trading space. 

In 2012 IJburg will house 45.000 inhabitants for whom facilities are planned. This means however that only in 2008 there will be enough children on IJburg to justify a Library. Marthe van Eerdt, who lives on IJburg and is a librarian, thought this was taking too long and collaborates on a children’s library that is operating every Wednesday. Later this inspired inhabitant Johan Bakker  to create in collaboration with the Blue House an adult library in a glasshouse on the main square. The library functions on basis of exchange of books among inhabitants.

Not enough inhabitants yet was also the reson why the planned opening of a neighbourhood restaurant was delayed. So the Blue house offered its space , some tables and chairs and almost immediately in collaboration with Stichting Voorportaal, Stichting Dienstverlening and Zorg IJburg a trial for the future restaurant was run on 13 Thursday evenings. 

Together, Usha Mahabiersing, who lives in Block 35 and Pluk de Nacht organised The Blue House open-air cinema. They also aired the film Daniela Paes Leao made of the migration history of the inhabitants of Block 35.

And recent in collaboration with Block 35 inhabitants Hester en Peter van Keulen, The Blue House started a boat service so people could explore the waters in and around IJburg.
